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Gathenne ust can't explain 
t She has no dea why she 
felt so compel ed to keep 
on dr1v1ng that night alter 
leaving the Boston night­
club where stie worked as 
a recepuon1st. It was arter 
m1ctnig11t and she had driv­
en past Somerville, where 
sl 10 lives Nor does she 
know why she got otf the 
highway about 10 mi!es to 
the north or why she drove 
arOlJnd Saugus and mo­
mentarily got lost n a 
wooded area. But after 
finding her way out. she 
noted that 11 was 2 45 1n me 
morn ng-at least 45 min­
utes later than 11 should 
have been 

Feel ng anxious she 
raced back home. The nex· 
day on local news she 
learned ttlat dozens of peo­
ple ltiroughout the l'Jorth­
east had reported a UFO, 
1nclud1ng a pohceman and 
ti1s wife wllo h<id seen an 
ob1ecl slop overhead and 
shi11e a llghl 011 them. As­
tro11orners ,aid the object 
was a shooting star 

A few weeks later, 
Calher1ne decided to con­
tact Harvard psychiatrist 
John Mack. author of the 
1977 Pu' tter Pnze..winn1ng 
b ography of T E. Lawrence 
and known most recently 
for his outspoken interest in 
the UFO abduction phe­
nomenon In a series of hyp­
notic regression sessJOns. 
Mack he ped Gathenne un­
lock a hfetune of apparent 
abduction memories, be­
g1nn·ng at the age of 1hree 
and culm1nat1ng 1n that 
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murl<y night just weeks be­
fore at the age of 22. 

Catherine did not en1oy 
f1nd1ng out what had hap­
pened to her 1r1 the woods 
on Hie night of fv1arch 6, 
1991 "I don't want lo be 
lhore," n vory lrightened 
Catherine told Mack while 
under hypnosis "I want to 
drive OUI .. 

Bui she could not. Her 
car had apparently come to 
a stop and l1er body had 
gone numb Then suddenly 
her door had opened "There 
1s a hand reaching out to 
get me • Cather ne recal <id 
"Its long and thin and it's 
only got three fingers • A 
be "19 with huge. black al· 
mond-shaped eyes then 
took her from the car. ano 
the two of them were swept 
up 1n a beam toward a 
huge mctalf1c sh p 

The alien abductor, the 
story goes, then took 
Cnlherlne 1nside, into a hall· 
wny. where four other be­
ings wore waiting. When 
tliey bcr1an DUiiing al tier 
clothes, sl 1e got c1nnoyed. 
"Stop 1l,' she re 1.1 'd th1nk-
1ng ''I rn perlectly capable 
of doing this myself, t'1ank 
you • Once naked Cather­
•no v1as led into an enor­
mous room "the size of an 
a1rp ane hangar • 

She saw ro.vs and rows 
vi tab'cs everywhere. "There 
are hund•eds of humans n 
here " she cold Mack under 
hypnosis ·And they're all 
having things done to 
thorn · Tho rov.'S were about 
hve feet apart, she noted, 
end anywhere from a tli1rd 

to ha : :tie taoles had rt.­
mans or> them She es1 
mates <h~re \vere between 
100 and 200 people n 1tia1 
room. But n the rr.ass of 
bodies and blank faces she 
remeMbers one of thern 
specifically~-the one 011 
the table to her loll Ho was 
a black man with a benrd 

Cathenre was forcec1 to 
sit up on rier table and the 
beings tn°n began run 11g 
their fingers down •1ef 

spine. The terr !y ng ex 
fiation ha::l begun 

The rsst of Catner e· .. 
traumau.::. UFO expert n e 
a::ipears n John MacKs c 
trcve·s a• book AbdJCt 
huma;i encounters 1 t'°' 
A ens a."d s •atl-ter typ ..a 

o' such c.;:or ss B.st one d 
tail 1n n!:" story starid I 

l•ke a Gui ver 1n L p 
Ular b r 200 it ttio hund•ed 
of other hurrans s"le saw 
aboard t!ie alien craft tl'ti! 
night. And Catherine 1s by 
no means a!ono among al· 
leged a!Jductees 111 repo1 I· 
Ing the presence ol 1a1 gA 
numbers nt humafls aboard 
tne alier c•afts 

'What a .counts I ke tnec(:> 
suggesi. 1s thal tno pl • 
nomenon actua ly volv $ 

rna....o:::s abductions t app€a 
as in Catheri.,e:s tale. tn • 
1arge numbers 01 peop 
are belng ·axfrn one by Of'1 

;o central c-cat1ons r t 
serve as t-io ding lac ' es 
tor oczens pc haps • 
dreds, of others du g t 
same per od of lime I 
o<her abd..JC tees tor e 
are <rue moreover some 
umes entire groups of r o-

I 
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pie are taken all at once 
Reports of this phenom­

enon, in fact, confirm some 
people's worst fears about 
the alien endeavor. Could 
we all be pawns in some 
weird extraterrestrial breed­
ing scheme to repopulate a 
dying alien world? Or is the 
entire human race being 
unwillJngly drafted into some 
hideous alien genetic ex­
periment to produce ahen­
human hybrids? Whatever 
the case. one thing seems 
clear: Quite a large number 
of us are potential targets. 

"The phenomenon is not, 
as the general public tends 
to believe. an occasional 
'there's one, let's get him' 
sort of t~ing on the part of 
the aliens," explains David 
Jacobs, a Temple Univer­
sity historian specializing in 
twentieth-century U.S. his­
tory and the author of the 
book, Secret Life. Instead, 
he asserts, we have a mass 
abduction program taking 
place covertly. The notion 
of a secret invasion Inevitably 
springs to mind. 

"What we have here," 
says Jacobs. "is a continual 
abduction scenario. It's very 
much like an assembly line. 
The aliens get them in. They 
go into a waiting area where 
they see other people slt­
ti n g around. They get 
shown to a table. There are 
all sorts of people lying on 
the tables as various stages 
of different procedures are 
being run on them. Then 
they get them up, get them 
out. and new people arrive. 
It's a revolving door." 
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The extraordinary num­
ber of people supposedly 
going through that revolv­
ing door should, it seems, 
help cement the case tor 
the reality of the phenome­
non. If multiple participants 
are involved in an abduc­
tion, the logic goes. then 
the experience cannot be 
the product of one individ­
ual's fantasy or hallucina­
tion. In fact, the mass ab­
duction cases seem to offer 
believers a golden oppor­
tunity to cross-check the 
details of the abduction ex­
perience irom independent 
perspectives and develop 
the proof the critics have 
always demanded. 

These mass abductions 
certainly appear to take 
place often enough. Jacobs 
estimates that abductees 
see other humans aboard 
the craft in half. if not most. 
of the cases. And one out 
of every four alleged ab­
duction episodes involves 
multiple participants, ac­
cording to Thomas Bullard, 
a folklorist whose 1987 Uni­
versity of Indiana doctoral 
dissertation exhaustively 
analyzed about 300 pub­
lished abduction accounts. 

Bullard found that while 
approximately halt of these 
multiple-participant abdue;­
tion cases involved just two 
people-usually family 
members or frtends-the 
other half involved either 
three, four, or more people 
who claimed to have been 
taken at once. There are 
even cases fn which seven 
or more people have report-

edly been abducted In a 
single episode The situation 
led Bullard to lament wryly 
that, apparently, "there's 
just no safety in numbers." 

One of the earliest mass 
abduction cases on record 
actually Involved nine peo-

. ple and took place one sum­
mer some 40 years ago 
near Crater Lake, Oregon; 
It was not , however. re­
ported to a UFO organiza­
tion until 1982. The par­
ticipants were a 32-year-old 
woman known only as Mrs. 
R , her 15-year-old brother. 
10-year-old sister, two 
daughters and a stepdaugh­
ter aged 10 to 13, two 
younger nephews, and Mrs. 
R.'s 53-year-old mother. 

The witnesses remem­
bered that while looking for 
a gas station they had come 
upon what appeared to be 
a restaurant. Their car en­
gine sputtered and coasted 
into a parking area where 
three or four other cars 
were parked. The .. bulld-
1ng" was round and lighted 
and the interior was circu­
lar Mrs R remembered 
commenting to her mother 
that the place was "really 
unbelievable." The family 
then sat down at one of the 
tables and apparently or­
dered a meal from short, 
slender people with blond 
hair who all looked alike 
and wore 1dent1cal silver 
uniforms and boots that 
sported the same emblem 
"When I think about it now," 
said Mrs. R.'s mother almost 
two decades later, "I have 
a funny feeling like maybe 
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we were a surpr se to them • 
Mrs R th nks they ate 

and paid their b I before 
leaving Though the car 
would not start 1mmed1· 
a1ely, 11 sort of coasted" 
onto the highway first and 
only tn1)n got underway 
When the ta1n1ly reached 
the next town Mrs R dis­
covered that they had not 
spent any money and that 
no one 1n town had ever 
heard of such a restaurant 
Though !he fam ly returned 
to search for t they neve 
found t 

I know I was 1n a UFO 
said Mrs R almost three 
decades after the experi­
ence though that reahza­
tion did not begin to reg s­
ter Wj!h her u • about 1969 
\vhen she started reca g 
the nc dent and d scuss ng 
1t v1 th her family 

Perhaps the best docu­
menteo of all mass abduc­
tion cases Involves four 
young men who were ca­
noeing along the Allagash 
Waterway 1~ lt)e wilderness 
of northern Maine on Au­
gust 26. 1976 Under hyp­
nos s all four experienced 
m ss ng t me and rehved a 
deta1lec;i and amazingly 
srm far UFO abductt0n epi­
sode Th s case wh ch was 
• oroughty nvesllgated by 
Raymond Fowler is unique 
1n the annals of UFO re­
search n that It provides 
four separate mutua y col­
aborat1ng accounts of the 
same event 

II v1ent someth ng Ilka 
this On the fifth day of the r 
canoe trip J m and Jack 

Weiner Charlie Fo tz and 
Chuck Rak decided to re­
plenish their now-scarce 
food supply by doing a ltttle 
n ght r1sh1ng Before slid ng 
their canoe nlo the water, 
they prepared a large bon­
ltre 1n order to lino their way 
back lo camp in the pitch 
dark wilderness. 

They were halfway across 
a cove when they sav-1 a 
s ent arge bright sphere 
or colored I ght at treetop 
leve aoou1 200 yards a-11ay 
When Char e began llasn­
ng his flashl ght at 1t the 
ob1ec1 began moving to­
\Vard them Then. as the 
sphere-- -no\v on y about 50 
feet above the water-ap­
proached the canoeists de­
c 1ded to head 'or solid 
ground and began padd ng 
qu ckly 10\vard shore The 
paddl ng became ncreas­
ng y frantic wt"ien the ob ect 
emitted a beam of hght that 
advanced on their canoe 

The next thing Charlie 
Foltz and J1n1 Weiner re­
membered was standing at 
the campsite watching the 
ob1ect move av.-ay Chuck 
Rak rememoers stay ng 1n 
the canoe and wa1ch ng ti 
d sappear Jack Wener re­
membe•s first mad y r.ry ng 
to outrun the beam of I ght 
then ca mly getting out of 
the canoe 

He f nds 11 odd that they 
would be n such a hurry one 
moment and so calm the 
next After the obiect dtsap­
pea•ed the four via ked up 
the beach to f nd that the 
huge bonfire they had left 
1ust 15 or so minutes before 

• 

was now a I coals J m 
thought the la•ge ogs they 
had set on the f re should 
have burned for two to 
three hours 

The four me,.. hao r"O 

memory of what happened 
during tr1e t11Tle 11 took the 
bonfire lo burn down. And 
several years would pass 
before Jim and Jack began 
10 experience a senes of 
strange dreams 0 1 alien ab­
ducto•s that would ever.:u­
a y ead I.hem to seek help 
from UFO nvestigator Ray­
mond Fowl • n May 1988 
Over the next two years 
Fowler hypnotized each of 
the lour men independently 
and el1c ted a strangely 
congruenl testimony about 
be ng plucked from the 
water by a beam of hght 
taken aboard the craft and 
forced to undergo med cal 
exam nat10ns by aliens 

Each of ttie four men re­
c a 11 e cJ seeing the other 
three on board the alten 
craft They were all made 
to sit on a bench 1n the 
nude says Fov1ler "and 
they watched one after the 
other being taken off the 
bench Some of the exama­
natJOO was done v11th n eye­
s ght of t e others and some 
Of t \V8S done after they 
11.tere taken arou d the cor­
ner from the bench But 
when you put 11 all together 
hke a picture puzzle you 
hnd that everybody s de­
scribing the same event 
from d ff ere 1 standpo:nts 

Fow er v-1ent on to p~o 
duce a 10-volume 702· 
page study of this case and 

subsequent y pub 1shed a 
book The A agash Abduc­
t ons as we A of the Al-
1 a gash w tnesses are o' 
sound mind and reputa­
tion. concludes Fowler. 
"They not only tell essen­
tially lllu same story, but 
under hypnosis they relive 
11 wtlh all the trauma and 
emot ons that would be ex­
pected of a real physical 
event I th nk the eVlcence 
he e s undentable and v.:ou d 
st nd up court v10 \Yere 
o ly dea ng \V th an auto­
mob le ace dent or some­
th ng hke 1ha1 But \vhen 
you are ta i< ng about some­
lh ng as bizarre as UFO ab­
d ctlons peop e 'ind that 
very very hard to be e\ e 

Eve harder to be1eve 
1s a case that appears to 

valve a mass abduction 
of hundreds of people n 
New York C ty a<e rn the 
summer or early fall of 1992 
The case 1s currently being 
1nvest1gcJted by Budd Hop­
kins who 1s probably better 
known as a UFO researcher 
than as a moc;lern artist 
these days 

The story first emerged 
during one of Hopkins 
suppo·1 group meeungs 'or 
abductees One person 
Mary was te ng the group 
about a very v v1d dream 
she had had though she 
wasn t sure 11 was a dream 
She reca ed being n some 
sort of huge space filled 
\•11th what appeared to oe 
peop e-movers ano many 

many humans a I com­
p etely naked The scene 
somewhat resembleo tne 
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physical at a selective ser­
vice exam. And there was a 
kind of escalator, taking 
people up to another floor. 

At that point, two other 
abductees 1n the group, Bill 
and Joan, became ex­
tremely agitated and said, 
"Oh gee, I've had a dream 
JUSt like that 

Hopkins immediately cut 
off the conversation so that 
he could explore their ex­
periences 1ndiv1dually. Later. 
when Hopkins probed into 
Joan's dream under hypno­
sis, she recalled the same 
large space, a strange chart 
on the wall, and , most in­
credibly, seeing both Mary 
and Bill there as well, totally 
naked. Typ ical!~. both 
looked •out of It'' to her. 

··earl Sagan always has 
the idea that you are going 
to dash around and steal 
an alien cocktail napkin or 
something tor evidence as 
you dash out of the place," 
notes Hopkins, "as if ab­
ductees had all their senses 
intact. But in this. as in other 
situations. the abductees 
were in an altered state." 

Joan remembers having 
a perfunctory conversation 
with Mary 1n which they ex­
pressed surprise at seeing 
each other there. Hopkins 
then asked Joan what Mary 
looked like naked. Joan 
said that Mary was very 
round-shouldered and that 
she had a big long scar at 
the bik1n1 line 

Mary, as it happens. 1s 
extremely round-shouldered 
and always wears shoulder 
pads. And she does have a 
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big long scar: it comes from 
a bladder operation she had 
as a child. Joan did not see 
Bill closely, but Hopkins 
asked her if he had much 
chest hair. Joan said no, and, 
1n fact, he doesn't. 

Bill's description of the 
experience under hypnosis 
was much the same as 
Joan's. He also saw a chart 
on the wall, and though his 
recollection of it is some­
what different. Hopkins is 
convinced they are de­
scnbing the same object. 
Under hypnosis, Mary was 
less clear about the epi­
sode than the other two, 
but as HooK1ns points out 
she general '.Y doesn ·1 have 
the reca!l that other people 
tend to have. 

Hopkins has not explored 
how the three were aab­
ducted" or how they were 
returned. and he \'Viii not 
describe the strange chart 
seen by Bill and Joan, nor 
the "space" the event itself 
took place in; he prefers to 
keep such details to him­
self as a check on the au­
thent1c1ty ot future cases: 

"It's a very good case." 
explains Hopkins. "because 
there is literally no way that 
they knew about this stuff 
None of the three 1s a fnend 
of the other two ·n any 1nt1-
mate way. They only know 
of each other from the sup­
port group. So here we are 
again stuck with one of two 
possibilities. Either they have 
cooked this up as a hoax. 
1n vJhich case you have 
three virtual sociopaths be­
cause there 1s nothing in 1l 

for them. Or 1t happened " 
While it's certa•n1y diffi­

cult to believe that vast 
numbers of humans are 
being abducted 1n this way 
on a regular basis, there 1s, 
surprisingly enough, some 
data to corroborate these 
harrowing anecdotal re­
ports. Several surveys con­
ducted over the past decade 
indicate that millions of 
Americans have experi­
enced something that UFO 

• 
researchers think suggests 
the possibl'"ty of abduction 
by alien beings 

In a 1991 Roper survey, 
the most 1mpress1ve of the 
polls 119 people of the al­
most 6.000 questioned re­
vea led they had experi­
enced what UFO 1nvest1ga-· 
tors call an alten abduction. 
It the numbers are extrapo­
lated to the entire popula­
uon of the United States, 
this translates to a stagger­
ing five million abductees. 

The Roper poll, of course, 
Is problematic. It has been 
severely criticized on the 
grounds that the five so­
called key indicators of an 
abduction experience-re­
porting unusual lights in a 
room, m1ss1ng time, flying 
through the air w.thout 
knowing why, paralysis 1n 
the presence of strange 
bedroom figures, or puz­
zling scars on the body­
may not 1n fact mean that 
an abduction has occurred 
Psychologists point out that 
most of these experiences 
can also be caused by the 
little-known but quite com­
mon phenomenon of sleep 

paralysis and the various 
kinds ol ha 1ucinations that 
accompany 1t 

But David Jacobs, one 
of the authors of the poll, 
begs to differ with his crit­
ics He and Hopkins. Ja­
cobs explains, had thor­
oughly pre-tested nine of 
the eleven abduction-re­
lated questions on that poll. 
And those nine were ques­
tions most frequently an­
swered positively by ab­
ductees not nonabductees. 
(The other two questions 
tested the rel.ability oi the 
poll. One of them for in­
stance, was a 'ake question, 
vvh1ch gave the pousters an 
idea of how mary people 
had the impulse to answer 
positively no matter what 
was asked. The responses 

• 
from the 1 percent who re-
sponded pos1t1vety to this 
question were not included 
in the final results.) 

"When we first got the 
numbers, the raw statis­
tics," says Jacobs, "the 
numbers were ridiculously 
hlgh-7 percent. 8 percent. 
It was politically unaccept­
ab I e . So we decided to 
look only at the answers to 
the best five questions­
those we considered to be 
the highest 1nd1cators for 
an abduction-and didn't 
consider oeop•e potential 
abductees uri1ess they an­
swered •our or al five of 
those questions positively. 
By doing that, we got the 
numbers down to a politi­
cally acceptaole 2 percent. 
The best we can say is that 
about one out of every 50 
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Americans has had experi­
ences consistent with what 
~bductees have had That 
1ndic'a1es that an awful lot 
of peop e our there have 
had abduc! on experiences. 
And this of course 1s con­
sistent with what the ab­
ductees themselves tell us. 
They come into a room and 
they see 50, 75, or 100 other 
people lying on tables 
and they report a constant 
stream of people And we 
figure it's twenty-four hours 
a day, seven days a week " 

But to critics, millions of 
abduction reports actually 
prove the opposite-that 
there are 1us; 100 many ot 
ttlem tor the phenomenon 
to be real. That's what 
Robert Durant. a comrner­
c1al pilot with a long interest 
1n UFOs. thought al first. 
But when he decided to 
put his doubts to the test 
by f gunng out how large a 
work force the aliens would 
need to carry out the m1l­
llons of abductions the 
Roper survey suggested 
were taking place, he 
began to think the mass 
abductior scenario was at 
least plausib1e 

"I began very skepti­
cally," notes Durant, "I 
thought no way could these 
numbers be correct But I 
decided to work through 
the math to see whal I would 
come up with I began by 

• 
assuming that abouct1ons 
are real physical events 
carried out systematically 
by a large work force. II this 
is the case, then the shop­
ffoor parameters relevant to 

a shoe factory or medical 
facility ought to apply equally 
well to the case of an alien 
abduction program carried 
out on a host planet." 

To avoid comparisons 
with other fcu1c1ful exercises 
like counling the number of 
dancing angels on the 
head of a pin, Durant 
searched the literature for 
actual data points to plug 
into his equation Ho!A often 
does the typical abductee 
cla'm to be abducted? 
Though this varies widely, 
he found that 10 limes was 
not an unreasonable num­
ber. At whet age do abouc­
t1ons begin and cease? 
Typically they begir around 
age 5 and end by age 55, 
he discovered How long 
did abduclions take to ac­
complish? The periods of 
missing time reported by 
abductees range from m n­
utes to days but most are 
on the order of two hOurs 
How many aliens does 11 
take to pertorm an abduc­
tion? It's rare, he learned, 
for niore than six ahens to 
be involved 111 any one ab­
duction event 

Based on that data. Du­
rant came up with some 
hair-raising numbers about 
the required "alien work 
force • II tive million ab­
ductees have experienced 
10 abductions over the last 
50 years then an astonish­
ing one m lion abductions 
take place per year or 
2. 7 40 per day 1n the United 
States alone. If a team oi 
six aliens is required to per­
form each two-hour abduc-

• 

IF fTVE MILLION 

ABDUCTEES 

HAVE fXPERIENCCD 

10 ABDUCTIONS 

OVER THE LASl 50 

YEARS, THEN 

AN ASTON l S ~l lNG 
• 

ONE MILLION 

ABDUCTIONS TAKE 

PLACE PER 

YEAR. OR 2.740 PER 

DAY I N T H E 

UN ITED STATES 

ALON(. 

lion, Durant figured that 
each team could then per­
form 12 abductions a day 
So to perform 2 7 40 abduc­
tions a day he calculated 
that the aliens wou d need 
288 teams. or a toial of 
1,370 aliens 

Even 1f you double these 
figures to account for the 
fact that most abductions 
take place at n•ght rather 
than 24 hours a day tne 
bonom hne Durant discov­
ered was that "about 500 
crews, totaling abou1 3,000 
aliens COtlid do the job." 
While these figures may 
appear large t you com· 
pare them wtth the num­
bers needed to man nava 
:1essels says Durant 
5,500 for an aircraft earner 
and about 350 for a de­
stroyer-lhe whole thing 
begins to look. \AJe!I plausi­
ble. 'The way tne math 
worked out kind of knocked 
me bacK a bit," he adm ts 
'This 1s extreme1y troubling 
to me because while I'm a 
total believer 1n UFOs I 
don't buy ttie physical ab­
ducoon scenar o And i.nere's 
no way I m say ng my analy­
sis proves abouchons are 
real, because after al these 

• 
'years, we still don't have a 
shred of tangible proof." 

But Durant's number­
crunch.rig exercise was 
just the beg1nn1ng. Before 
long Denn s Stacy, ed ;or 
of a monthly UFO pubhca­
uon, The MU FON Journal 
had picked up the ball 
Doing soma math of his 
OWl'l he came to conclude 
the numbers d1cn t '.'Jori< 

-
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By his reckoning. 1n fact. 
the alien work force re­
quired was way beyond 
the limits of possibility. 

"If the phenomenon 1s 
global 1n nature as 1t ap­
pears to be," says Stacy, 
"then the 1 million abduc­
lions a year In the United 
States grows to 22 n1illlon 
abductions worldwide. 
You would then need at 
least 11,000 alien crews 
for a total of 66.000 aliens, 
to carry out the task. and 
of course, 11.000 UFOs 
overhead at any given 
hour • And 1f you take Into 
account the need for sup­
port crews reasonable 
s111rts, and such, notes 
Stacy, the numbers. like the 
Eveready Rabb11. "keep 
on growing and growing 
and growing " 

For Stacy, the ridicu­
lously large numbers point 
to an obvious conclusion. 
"There musl be e terres­
trial, that 1s, psychological 
In nature, rather than ex­
tralerrestrlal origin to the 
abduction experience," he 
says. "The argument that 
some 200 m1ll1on people 
have been abducted 
aboard physical flying 
craft 1n, say, Ille last decade 
or so is simply unsupport­
able 1n terms oi common 
sense and logic. What 
imaginable need of non­
terrestrial science would 
!his serve? And lh1nk of 
the 1og1sucs suct1 a fan­
tastic undertaking would 
involve. UFOs would be 
stacked up over the world's 
ma1or metropolitan areas, 
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IGNORE. 

awaiting landing and ab­
duction rights. like so many 
747s. The scale of such 
an Invasion wol1id be 1m­
posslble for any govern­
ment to plausibly ignore or 
cover up." 

If the numbers don'l 
make sense, then how do 
we explain the mass ab­
duction memories of peo­
ple !Ike Mary, Bili, Joan, 
Jack, Jim, Cl1uck, and 
Charlie? Wilham Cone, a 
clinical psychologist wlth 
a private practice 1n New­
port Beach, Cahforn1a has 
done a lot of research on 
abductees and thinks that 
wnile some cases of mass 
abduction are quite lmpres­
s ive, many can be ex­
plained as "contamination.~ 

Look for instance. he 
says, at the Allagash 
case-the one involving 
tne four men 1n the canoe 
"It's 1nteres11ng that all of 
these guys were heavily 
interested in UFOs and 
abductions before ever 
going to see Fowler. They 
all knew about abduc­
tions, and they walked 1n 
to Fowler, who they knew 
had written other books on 
the subiect. They walked 
1n with a pre-set rnrnd of 
We sa~1 something, we . 
have missing t1n1e, so we 
musr nave been abducted. 
And this happens again 
and again I find 1t 1nter­
est1ng that 12 years went 
by when they didn't worry 
about It, until they read 
same UFO books. 

"The other thing I lind 
1ncred1ble," Cone cont1n-

ues. "is rhat these iour 
guys who have been bud­
dies for al, these years go 
through abduction regres­
sion therapy. get all these 
memories, and manage 
not to talk about it to their 
buddies ior a year. until 
they've all been hypno­
tized. If you were my 
buddy and that had hap­
pened to me. I think I'd tell 
you So when they say we 
didn't talk to each other. I 
don't buy that But I th1rik 
they really did see some­
thing They really did have 
an experience. But whether 
t's an abduction experi­

ence, I don't know.ft 
Cone ventures a similar 

explanation for the mass 
abduction case of 1992 in 
New York City. which first 
appeared in a support 
group meeting oi ab­
ductees at Budd Hopkins 
home. "There is a great 
deal of contamination in 
!his field," notes Cone, 
"especially In support 
groups. We've known since 
the days of the nineteenth­
century French physician 
Jean Martin Charcot that 
support groups contami­
nate memory. 1:·s rio secret. 
but somehow UFO re­
searchers, not being men­
tal health professionals, 
have rever bothered to 
look at this. They think these 
people are getting sup­
port, but what they are 
doing 1s reaffirming their 
own fantasies. I hear this 
all the time 1n hospitals I 
\vork at You put somebody 
in the support group. and 
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Ir v:as the fictional Sher­
lock Holmes who noted 
that "the game 1s afoot • 
He d1dn l have UFOs In 
mind obviously, but a more 
elusive quarry could hardly 
be lrnag1ned. 

If modern·day UFO de· 
tectives are to be suc­
cessful. they'll want to 
bring the best available 
hardware and software to 
bear on their prey In 1h1s 
installment, we'll review 
the basic hardware you'll 
v.iant to carry into the held 
From llashllght and cam­
era to the always handy 
compass we'll describe 
the basic equipment any 
self-respecting UFO hunter 
needs As we focus on 
tools 1n the months that fol· 
low we'll s_upplement this 
basic tool kit with user­
fr1endly software, a high-

• 

tech wish list: an access 
guide to a potpourr· of re­
search tools from maps \0 

• mailing lists and databases; 
and even 1nstruct1ons tor 
procur ing governmen t 
docu1nents and powering 
onto the Internet. 

Whi le some tools are 
absolutely required oth­
ers are optional. Some are 
easy to come by-the basic 
compass, for 1nstance­
whlle others can be ac­
ouired only after careful 
research or trips to a spe­
cialty store In the chapter 
that follows we'll make 
general recommendatio'1s. 
Remember. however es­
pecially where electronic 
and optical eQu1pment Is 
concerneo that pnces and 
qual.ty can vary widely. 
Also, there's no requtre­
ment that you pay retail 
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. 
dollar for any spec1t1c lOOI. 

Bargains abound ou~ 

there. rrom the classified 
section of your local news­
paper to spec1alrst matl­
order catalogs, discount 
warehouses, and army 
surplus stores. The sky's 
the limit when it comes to 
UFO-detection equipment, 
but so 1s personal creativ­
tty Some of you may even 
want to build or ierry-r•g 
tools ol your own. In the 
end. your basic UFO lool 
kit can be as simple or s~ 
phlslfcated as you like, 
depending on your bud­
get and your needs But 
no UFO sleuth can skip 
the essentials. and tha1 is 
Where we begin. 

The absolute necess1-
ues of any UFO investiga­
tor's tool kit start with what 
I call the three P's-pen or 
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pencil and paper A \vntten 
record of your 1nveshga­
t1on. which includes per­
sona notes and witness 
1nterv1ews 1s absolutely es­
sential No rna!ter how reli­
able the brand na1ne, elec­
tronic equipment i~ always 
subject to potent1.11 disas­
ter. Tapes l>reak, l)atlenes 
fail, camer<is and recorders 
get dropped especially un­
der f1e'd cond1t1ons. And 
while cameras and cam­
corders can o~fer documen­
tary exactitude, the sun 
sets and 11 can also ra n­
an outside your control 

The paper of course 
shou d be n notebook as 
opposed to oose-leaf. form 
I prefer a tt e 5 by-8-1nch 
pad nstead of letter or legal 
sizes. because 11 s eas er to 
drop 1n a vest or 1acket pock­
et when you re done wHh 11 

• 
And please remember 

when you're out in the field 
Your notebook cnn double 
as a sketchpad, Alongside 
your own written notc:is, be 
sure to sketch tho horizon 
of the s1ght1ng scene. not­
ing aPy visible landmarks, 
such as power lines, trees, 
or water towers Then ask 
the witness or w Lnesses to 
draw 1n the shape of the 
ob1ect when first sighted 
end its tra ectory and ask 
them to date and sign t 

A rel able compass w II 
come 1n handy at this point 
Dete·m1ne magnetic north 
and ind cate same on your 
sketch D rect1onal findings 
are most usefu for el minat­
ng known objects and 
phenomena like planets 
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a1rp ane f1 gnt oarterns and 
so on bul tney can a so 11· 
erally po nt you in the direc­
t1on of add1t1onaJ W1tnesses 
L1ke pocket change, a good 
compass can seNe two ut11i­
tarran purposes. Besides 
giving directions. it can also 
act as a crude magnetome­
ter, a device for measuring 
changes 1n local magnetic 
fields, although obviously it 
can·t determine ihe srrerigth 
or degree of thar change 

But assume that you re 
invest gating a UFO case o 
which assoc ateo electrc­
magnetic effects na\1€ been 
reported such as ti'1e stat mg 
of a car"s eng:ne or .rte fa -
ure o' its electnca system 
Its st poss ole •o make a 
pre! m1nary assessment of 
magnet c-f1eld fluctuations 
or variations using nothing 
more elaborate man a good 
reliable compass, previously 
calibrated or confirmed, as 
1ndlcat1ng true north. The 
• 
technique Is fairly simple; in 
fact, 1t was even laid out as 
early as 1968 in the Univer­
sity of Colorado's ·Scientific 
Study of Uniderirified Flying 
Obiects. otherwise known 
as the Condon.Report 

Heres how :. might work 
Take the car (or any o:her 
nearby p ece of me:al) re. 
portedly a:fected. and 
using your comoass at a 
distance note its present 
magne~1c orre~ration. Now 
take at least ten or i1r.een 
s m1lar readings at evenly 
spaced niervals, say every 
ten to fifteen inches, around 
the perrme<er of the hood 
or trunk of the car. If you're 

• 

• 
facing the ca:. for example. 
take your hrst measurement 
just behind the front left 
headlight and proceed par­
a lei to the left s de or the 
car lJnt1I you reach the hood 
hinge 1n front ol the w1nd­
sh I e Id. Con1111uEJ lo take 
and record readings from 
the If: ft side or t11e car to 
the driver's side, t11£ir1 pro­
ceed forward unt I you end 
iust behind the right head­
light hav ng executed an 
ups de-do~vn U Carefully 
record magnet c north or 
the dev1at1on from mag­
netic north at each po n• 

Crude as they niay be 
these 15 or so sound ngs 
represent a sort of mag­
net c s gnature. so to 
speak To cont •m that any 
s1gn1f cent magnet c f e d 
was actually encountered (or 
al:ered) a comparison test 
should be run on a control 
car of the same year and 
model. using the sn1ne com­
pass c~nd taking readings 
at lhe sa1ne uvenly spaced 
points. or 1n1ervats nemem· 
ber to orient tho control car 
(or other metallic Object) 1n 
the same d reel on us :he 
ongina ly affected car An­
other word of caution Don t 
place the compass direct y 
on the car hood or other 
meta ob eel be ng tested 
instead insert your paper 
notebook (or some other 
non-conductive mater al) 
between the two 

Expect lo pay no more 
ttian S 15 for a good-qi.lalrty 
compass For another $20 
or so Forest~y Suppliers 
(800·360-7788), an enq -

neering supply house of­
fe!S comoasses ca tbrated 
to the northern hemisphere 
with luminous 01als and 
bu11t-1n clinometer for meas­
uring heights and slopes of 
up to 90 degrees. In addi­
tion, the company also sells 
a 214·page instruction 
manual for beginners unfa­
n111iar with how to read maps 
and compasses ($11 95). 

Next month we II cover 
the subject of maps ln de­
tail but tor now sketch out 
your own map incfrcatng any 
prom ner.; andmarks If you 
happen to nave a oeta ed 
map or tne region make 
noiat10ns on t:iat as we 

The w tness shou d a'so 
nd cate <he ang e a; vm ch 
any UFO was seen This ca'1 
only be ari approx1marlon 
at best obviously but it st 
remains .useful 1n post-1n­
vest1gative terms For exam­
ple, 11 Venus or the bright­
est star 1n the heavens~ Sir­
ius, can be shown to have 
been In the same general 
direclron and altitude at the 
same time as the reported 
UFO, then Venus or Sirius 
becomes at least a pcime 
cand date or suspect Again 
th s can oe determined by 
handing the notebook to 
Lhe witness and er. ng him 
or her deterr" "'E rre ang e 
as bes1 as poss b•e laier 
a common plastic p•orrac­
tor ava ab'e ·rom graphic 
and art supp 7 '10uses. can 
be used lo a~ .-e a~ <he ap­
proximate ang e. 

For the next tool of the 
trade 1ust look in your 
pocket I'll bet anytn1ng you 



AT 0 R 
' ·s . G ·u· I D- .E- -. .,.,_ -.· ·._._.-._ ;•-: -.-.. -:-~ .. · . .-- ...... , ...... · '·. ,-,-' .- . ·. . . '·"'·' \ . .-... ·~- . , . { ' , , { I •• ' -..- . . . > ' . . . . . . . . - ' . . - . . -.... . . - - - - . ~ •' . . . . . -

• 

-----------------------------------------------------------. ! 
can slick your hand 1n and 
pull out a few coins Take 
that dime and s rnply ask 
tne eye\Vltness to hold 11 al 
arm's length nnd compare 
1t to the apparent size of the 
objecc seen and reported 
Was the UFO smaller or 
larger? (You may be sur­
prised to find tt1a1 two full 
moons can easily l1ide be· 
hind a stngle d1rne.) ti dis· 
tance can tater be estab· 
lished with any degree of 
certainty this could permit 
a reliable approximation o' 
the ob1ect s actual size or 
diameter You may subsll· 
;ute pennies. n eke s and 
quarters or even the I :I of 
a styrofoam cup as the s tu 
at1on v1arrants 

Another basic 1s also 
readily ava1 able a supply 
of plastic bags. preferably 
ones 1111th a zip closure. es· 
pec1atly If !he Ul=Q IS re­
ported to have impacted 
the env1ronrnont. leaving 
behind crushed vegetation -or ground indenlnlions. 
Mark each sample bag with 
a permanent laundry 1narker 
or masking tape and pen 
Be sure to collect several 
control samples as well be­
g1nn1ng nearby and moving 
progressively further from 
the reported contact or 
ancf:ng s te ca!efu y label· 
ng each one and 1no cat· 
1ng its posit on on a map 
hand-drawn or otherv11se 
of the rmmed ate area Ide­
al y, these samples should 
oe turned over to a labora· 
tory for analyss as soon as 
possible. If you can I afford 
to hire a pnva1e laboratory 

on your O'<'m-and mos~ of 
us cant-try inquinng a! ihe 
relevant depa'tment (010!­
ogy, chemistry, or physics) 
of your local college or uni­
versity You may also wish 
to contact one of the estab-
1 ished UFO organ zations 
to see II they have some­
one on the staff willing 10 
assist in any material analy­
sis. Request a copy of the 
final report tn exchange for 
your samples 

I would also recommend 
two flashhgnts-one pen-
1 ght and one regu ar-size­
w th back-up batteries ;o• 
both (as we as 'or any o;her 
battery-operated eau p­
ment) In a p nch ttie oen-
1 ght can be clamoeo oe­
t\veen your teeth for note­
tak!ng or compass-reading 
at n ghl If your cOfTloass has 
luminous markings. triey can 
be charged with a br ef expo­
sure of light The larger light 
can be used for everything 
from illuminating a distant 
tree line to changing a flat 
tire 1n the rniddle of a field. 

Some hunters like to 
pack a powerful, hand-held 
searchlight as a means of 
signal ng" any approach­

ing UFO Readily avauable 
cornmerc al models range 
1n lum nos1ty from 100 000 
candlepower up to one m -
hon candlepower The la!­
ter 25 t mes brighter ;.'"Ian a'l 
autornob e head ght on high 
beam 1s capable o' soor­
t1ng obiects up to ten rn·1es 
away. The Forestry Suoph­
ers catalog carries spotlights 
ranging n pqce from ap­
proximately $30 to $65. al-
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though accessories like 
spare ballenes and bu bs 
and a car cigarette-lighter at­
tachment can add another 
$30 to $45 to the final cost. 

The basic UFO hunter's 
l1eld kit should also nclude 
IHl flud10 tape recorder and 
a cah1era of some sort. 
These should be regarded 
as necessary accessories 
to not substitutes for, the 
a1ready·ment1oned 1ools. I 
prefer a mini-cassette re­
corder because. Ilka the 
smaller notebook pao 1t 
can easily be s ppeo 1n:o a 
shirt or coat pockei Get 
one with the most advanceo 
fea•ures you can afford be­
g nn1ng w.th vo1ce-aci va­
UOn and counter The coun:er 
will prove extremely ne oful 
\-vhen 11 comes to transcnb-
1 ng your 1nierv1e~vs later 
Observe the Boy Scout 
motto to alv.ays be prepared 
and never veniure into the 
field with new equipment, 
oloctronic or otherwise, 
which you haven't previ­
ously tested and fam1har-
1zBd yourself \ivith. 

Like tape recorders 
cameras come 1n a oe....,11-
denng cornucopia of cnoice. 
each with 11s O\Vn advan­
tages and dra\vbacks In­
stant photographic orocess 
cameras for example, con­
vey 1mmed1acy at the ex­
pense of reso ution and 
other photograpn c factors. 
They serve best as a sort of 
surfogate notepaa. ?hoio­
graph the s te dunng day­
time and have the witness 
draw the UFO on the actual 
print. then have him or her 

I 
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indicate the angle above 
the horizon of the UFO 
with an outstretched arm. 
Take two photographs of 
each scene, if you don't 
want the original marked 
over. If physical side ef­
fects have been reported 
by all means document 
them with the camera if 
that's all you have. A pic­
ture. worth a potential 
thousand words, is better 
than no picture at all. 

Thirty-five millimeter 
cameras have proliferated 
·to such a degree in recent 
years that it would be im­
possible to single out any 
specific model as the 
agreed upon "best" for this 
or that purpose. Some so­
called •point-and-shoot" 
auto-focus cameras with 
built-in zoom lenses and 
pop-up flash attachments 
virtually rival their manu­
facturer's professional lines 
in terms of the final prod­
uct. Again, assume that 
much or most of your in­
vesttgation will be con­
ducted under less than 
ideal condltions. Where 
photography is involved 
this means low light levels 
Consequently, your cam­
era should have a built-in 
flash or a "hot shoe" for at­
taching a separate flash 
unit. Flash photography is 
notorio.usly tricky, how­
ever, and once again you 
should familiarize yourself 
with taking pictures under 
various lighting conditions 
before venturing into the 
ffeld This applies even to 
the newest generation of 
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allegedly "idiot-proof" 
cameras. I would also rec­
ommend you keep your 
camera loaded with a rel­
ative I y high-speed color 
negative (as opposed to 
slide or transparency) film, 
one with an ASA rating of 
1000, 1600, or higher, es­
pecially if you think you 
may have the opportunity 
to actually photograph a 
UFO yourself. What you 
lose 1n terms of resolution 
you'll more than gain back 
in terms of light-gathering 
capabilities. As with bat­
teries, always take more film 
than you think you'll need 

Photography is an art 
that can't be taught here, 
but you should be aware 
of at least two techniques. 
First, ff at all possibre, be 
sure to include some ref­
erence point (a house or 
tree) In any UFO picture. 
A small speck of light 
against a dark backdrop is 
almost useless for analy­
sis, no matter how big it's 
blown up or enlarged. If 
you don't see any immedi­
ate reference point through 
the viewfinder, try t.urning 
the picture angle from the 
normal horizontal view to 
a vertical one. If that doesn't 
work, trying zooming back 
from the UFO until a refer­
ence point does appear in 
the frame and snap your 
picture then. 

The range of a typical 
zoom lens ls from 28mm 
to 35mm (wide angle) to 
105mm to 135mm when 
fully zoomed or tele­
scoped. If you plan to use 

a larger telescopic lens, 
say, 200mm to 300mm, in 
order to achieve maximum 
magnification, be aware 
that you'll probably need a 
lightweight tripod for 
steadiness. If you're caught 
in the field without a tri­
pod, steady the camera 
against some solid object, 
the roof of a car. for exam­
ple, if available. In a pinch, 
use someone's shoulder. 

Videocameras have 
advanced by leaps and 
bounds in recent years as 
well, as far as basic fea­
tures and capabilities are 
concerned. Most of the 
major electronic manufac­
turers-Sony, Panasonic. 
and so on-now offer off­
the-shelf CCD (charge­
coupled device) cam­
corders with 12x zoom 
lenses capable of captur­
ing reasonable images in 
low-light conditions. usu­
ally one tux or better. Such 
cameras can typically be 
found within the $700 to 
$900 price range, de­
pending on Included tea- • 
tures. If your budget per­
mits, get one with "steady­
cam" (to counteract vibra­
tion) and auto-focusing ca­
pabilities already on board. 

Whether you're using a 
still camera or videocam­
era, I recommend that you 
take along a lightweight 
tripod. This will not only 
provide increased stability 
(and therefore sharpness) 
for any pictures taken, 1l 
will also free your hands 
and eyes for other activi­
ties. A tripod should be 

considered especially 1f 
your Investigation involves 
an alleged UFO "hot spot,'' 
that ts, circumstances un­
der which a UFO ls said to 
be roaming the 1mmed1ate 
area, and could conceiv­
ably reappear at virtuaJly 
any moment. 

Finally. you'll want a pair 
of binoculars v~ith neck­
strap and a star chart. Ed­
mund Scfentific (609-573-
6858) carries the latter for 
only $2.75 As with cam­
eras, binoculars come in a 
bewildering variety and 
price rallge. Opt for a com­
fortable combination at 
weight and optical quality, 
and expect to pay any­
wher_e from $75 to $300. 
Binoculars are described 
by both their magnifica­
tion power and lens diam- · 
eter; thus, 7x50 binoc­
ulars give you a 50mm 
lens diameter with seven 
power magnification, ade­
quate for UFO hunting. 

Most independent In­
vestigators should be able 
to put together the basic 
kit above for about $1,000, 
assuming they start com­
pletely from scratch. But 
for those who already have 
a camera. binoculars, and 
mini-cassette recorder, 
start-up costs will be cor­
respondingly lower 

Next month, look for our 
UFO hunters' wish list of 
the best high-tech good­
ies. But meanwhile, don't 
waste any time getting 
started. As one famous de­
tective was fond of saying, 
"the game is afoot."00 

• 
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IN HER 
OWN 

WO ....--.5: 
AN 

ABDUCTEE'S 
STORY 

ARTICLE B'\' 
PATf. ICK HUYGH E 

Meet one Katharina Wil­
son an attractrve. in:elligefi .. 
apparently well-adjusted 
34-year-old \VOman. Born 
1n a small college town in 
the Deep Sou1h, Wilson 
now lives 1n Portland. Ore­
gon, with her second hus­
band, Erik. She sees her­
self as an average Ameri­
can woman." a fitting self­
description marred by just 
one tact· She also claims 
to be a UFO abductee. 

At ltrst glance, Wilson's 
story sounds rather typical 
of other abduction Jore. 
She claims to have been 
abducted and reproduc­
tively traumatized since 
the age of six by small 
ahen creatures v11th large 
black eyes Then. tn her 
late twenties she decided 
to come out of the UFO 
closet and tell an. 

'4Vhat's different aboui 
W1:soo's account, however. 
1s 1n the way 11 comes to 
us-straight up. She has 

• 

• 

• 
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told her story-all of it. 
every dirty detail -on her 
ovvn It does not come to us 
secondhand, through a 
Budd Hopkins or a David 
Jacobs, to name just two of 
the most prominent UFO 
abduction researchers in 
this country. Instead, the 
story comes to us pure and 
wholly unfiltered in a book 
Wilson has written and 
published herself. 

Why is this so important? 
Because hearing about 
alien abductions dirl:!ctly 
trom experiencers reveals 
aspects of the phenome­
non long ignored-or per­
haps just swept under the 
carpet-by most research­
ers. And in the end, these 
regularly hidden details 
may be vital in determining 
the cause of the UFO ab­
duction phenomenon. 

Indeed, as a journalist 
who's investigated more 
than my fair share of UFO 
abductlons, I've learned 
that many aspects of the 
so-called abduction phe­
nomenon just don't make it 
into print. Instead, most in­
vestigators inevitably proc­
ess the stories, molding the 
accounts to Ill the theories 
they favor or the patterns 
they expect to find. Things 
that don't fit their pre­
conceived notion of what's 
really happening "out 
there" are often deliberately 
left out of subsequent re­
telhngs of the tale. 

In the standard abduction 
scenario, a person may or 
may not have•seen a UFO 
but is somehow whisked 
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away from his or her home 
or car by small gray crea­
tures and forced to under­
go some sort of medical 
examination aboard a space­
ship. The incident usually 
turns out to be one of many 
1n the person's past involv­
ing a variety of reproduotive 
assaults-semen sampling, 
artificial insemination. and 
fetus removal-resulting in 
the production of human/ 
alien starbabies that the 
ETs Keep. 

Generally racking in the 
standard scenario, how­
ever, 1s the wide variety of 
other phenomena that the 
person often claims to have 
experienced as well-the 
psychic perceptions, the 
premonitions. the bedroom 
encounters with dead rela­
tives, the ghosts, the time 
travel, and more. Despite 
what is often a nearly mind­
numb1ng display of high 
strangeness, you would be 
hard pressed to find such 
descriptions in the pub­
lished accounts. 

In the standard abduc­
tion scenario, as brought to 
us by the "experts." these 
messy details are summarily 
expunged What we are left 
with is a cleaned-up story, a 
tale that stays unerringly "on 
mark," thus fitting the de­
sired "alien" mold. 

Of course, to some ex­
tent information selection 
happens. often uncon­
sciously, In every field of hu­
man Inquiry. Bui in a proto­
d i sci p Ii ne like UFOJogy 
where the basic data ls It­
self a subject of contention. 

this sort of filtering is partic­
ularly damaging. 

Nov,i all this has changed, 
thanks to The Afien Jigsaw. 
Katharina Wilson's coura­
geous effort to buck the 
wave of censorship and tell 
all. In this brutally honest, 
firsthand account, Wilson 
describes a harrowing life­
time of encounters with 
what she sincerely believes 
are aliens. She ho!ds noth­
ing back, and provides nu­
merous surprises along the 
way. To begin with she tells 
us of not one. or two, or a 
dozen abduction episodes, 
but an astounding i 19 of 
thern, occurring in a span 
of just 26 years And her 
experiences involve not just 
your typical aliens, but also 
encounters with the dead, 
time-travel episodes, psy­
ch 1c experiences, and 
even a vision of an eight­
foot-tall floating pengurn­
everything you can imagine 
and a whole lot more. 

In the middle of one ab­
duction episode, for exam­
ple, Wilson somehow en­
counters her present hus­
b.and as a young man, years 
before she met him. Later 
1n the episode she is terri­
fied when told by the aliens 
that it Is 1957-three years 
before she was born. Wil­
son also credits the aliens 
with saving her life; she twice 
had alien premonitions of 
nearly being killed by light­
ning, and on August 7, 1989 
Wilson put on a pair of rub­
ber-soled shoes just mo­
ments before lightning shat­
tered the courtyard wall 

and nearly killed her. 
I don't think Wnson is 

perpetrating a hoax If she 
were, she certainly would 
have left out the journal entry 
dated August 4, 1992. "I'm 
with Senator Gore," Wiison 
wrote, "and we are in a large 
room with many people. He 
is organizing something 
Governor Clinton must be 
here, t(){}-now I'm looking 
directly at Presfdent Bush. 
He really looks tired­
beaten. • When Wilson tells 
Gore that she has never 
voted Republican Bush 
looks at her "with a look of 
disgust on his face." Later, 
she realizes that Gore and 
Clinton are preparing a 
feast. and she watches as it 
grows larger and larger. 

Following this journal en­
try, Wilson writes: "Although 
I did not remember seeing 
any alien beings associ­
ated with this encounter, it 
felt the same way all of my 
other visitations felt I l was 
extremely vivid." 

I asked Wilson it she had 
actuaJly seen Bush, Gore. 
and Clinton. 

"1 hope not," she replied 
with just a touch of humor. 

But that's a contradic­
tion, I pointed out You say 
your alien encounters are 
real and that this encounter 
with political figures was 
JUSt as real as those you· 
have with the aliens 

"Did I say that?" she said. 
"Well, I don't chink it was 
Gore because he was very 
short. I thought that was 
some form of camouflage." 
Wiison regards this episode 
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as an ahen-1nsp1red v1s1on 
of the Clinton and Gore win 
in November 1992 

Wilson also believes one 
o f the beings actually 
helped her with the book. 
pointing out before the book 
went lo press that she had 
transcnbed five journa l 
dates incorrectly. 

Though some may think 
Wilson's account nd1culous, 
1t 1s, in fact, typical of the 
sort of outre n1aterial that 
abductees consider part 
and parcel of their alien ex­
periences. It's no wonder 
that 1nves11gators intent on 
proving the alien root of 
UFO abducuons often leave 
such material out of their 
pubhShed stones It clearly 
weakens their case. 

What does Wilson think 
about her verboren account. 
so potentially damaging to 
the alien hypothesis and 
contrary to UFOiogy's un­
written code? 

"Some people suggested 
that I cut out some of this 
material," she told me, "but 
I thought there 1s a lot more 
going on, and even though 
we don't understand 11. 11 
doesn't mean that it should­
n't be reported As far as I 
know. this has not been 
done before. The book was 
really put out there for other 
experrencers. because I 
know they are experiencing 
things that they cannot ac­
count for by readrng Budd 
Hopkins' Intruders and 
David Jacobs' Secret Life." 

Despite her candid atti-
1ude, Wilson's ultimate con­
clusion echoes that of the 

abduction gurus: "The aliens 
are probably collecting ova,· 
she opines, landing stricUy 
within the standard-issue 
abduction scenario and 
sound ing a lot like Budd 
Hopkins, who was the first to 
investigate her case back 
In 1988. 

In fac1, like Hopkins. who 
has penned the introduc­
tion for The Alien Jigsaw. 
Wilson tends to blame aliens 
for 1us1 about all the weird­
ness · 1 kno1N that penguins 
aren t eight feet tall, and they 
don't II oat in midair " she 
explains. "That was an in­
stance of camouflage and 
screen memory And I don't 
really ttunk dead people are 
v1s111ng me. I think that's a 
lorm of alien manipulation I 
do believe that the time travel 
is real, but I think there have 
been a few occasions where 
they man·pulated me into 
thinking that happened." 

If you think about it, of 
cou rse, the sur realistic 
scenes described by Wilson 
have the fantastical feel of 
dreams. Is she. 1n fact, re­
calling nocturnal images 
from the land of dreamy 
dreams-concocted by a 
trick of consciousness 
cooked 1n lhe fires of REM 
and transformed in the 
morning to a cocktail dish 
of ahens, starbabies, and 
UFOs? When I ask Wilson 
for the temporal context of 
her encounters. her re­
sponse 1s typically straight­
forward-and telling. "I 
would have to say that· the 
last thing I remember prior 
to most of these experi-
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ences she said "is going 
to bed· 

Isn't that sequence­
go1ng 10 bed falling asleep, 
getting "abducted. and 
waking up-suggestive of 
the nightly journey we all 
take to the 1magistic out­
back of the dream? 

"That's a fair quest1ol'l 
she replies. "But I happen 
to have dreams all the 11me 
and even 1f I don't leave my 
bed abductions and dreams 
1ust do not jeel the same · 

Whether Wilson is re­
porting !rom the land of 
Nod the ooma1n of aliens 
or some other realm yei un­
known vie may never know 
But whatever the 1ruth oi 
the matter it's time to ap­
plaud her tell-all bOOk and 
altitude Her story is 1n fact 
far more typical of abduc­
tion cases 1han we have 
been led lo believe. And the 
only way to learn lhe truth 
behind the UFO abduction 
phenomenon 1s to let it all 
hang OUL 

Wilson's candid tale may 
have already opened the 
floodga1es. Some research­
P.rs new to the field have 
begun to balk at the pre­
packaged version of the 
abduction phenomenon we 
have been spoon-fed by 
the experts, and other ab­
ductees are beg1nn1ng to 
step forward with stones oi 
their own A 24-year-old 
bus1nessrnan from Ha~rison 
Count~ ViJest Virg1nra, ror 
example, has come forth 
cla1m1ng that he has been 
abducted b~ a ens at least 
1,500 limes 00 
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CONl INUEO FROM PAGE 64 

the next day they have their 
neigh bar's story I think a 
lot of that is going on." 

In fact, an examination 
of the literature reveals 
that those reporting shared 
abduction experiences 
virtually always know one 
another beforehand, or 
contact one another be­
fore giving their stories to 
fndependent investiga­
tors. Because of this, re­
searchers can never really 
prove there had been no 
collaboration, either con­
sciously or unconsciously, 
between the alleged ab­
ductees. The ideal case 
would involve two or more 
people who did not know 
each other but who gave 
collaborating details of the 
same abduction incident 
to independent investiga" 
tors. There is no such case. 
Of course, if the reports of 
mass abductions were lit­
erally true, there should, in 
fact. be dozens. hun­
dreds, even thousands of 
such cases in the fifes of 
UFO Investigators. 

David Jacobs tries to 
explain why there are none. 
"The se".ret aspect of the 
phenomenon," he says, 
"is remarkably efficient 
and extraordinarily effec­
tive. The way in which the 
alien program fs instituted 
militates against having a 
1ot of cases from the same 
day. And so does the way 
in which we find out about 
cases. Most people who 
have had abduction expe­
riences don't really know 
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what has happened to 
them. They might know 
that an odd thing has hap­
pened here or there, but 
linking It to a UFO abduc­
tion is not something most 
of them would probably 
do. So of all the abductees 
out there we only hear from 
about .001 percent of them 
But every once in a while 
we'll have a case where 
somebody who is an ab­
ductee will come up to an­
other person and say, 'I 
know you. I've seen you 
before.' And they will trace 
it back to an abduction 
event they have shared." 

Jacobs does not look to • 
such experiences for veri­
fication of the existence of 
the abduction phenome­
non,_ however, having long 
ago moved beyond verifi­
cation in search of an­
swers to such questions 
as, Who are they?, Where 
do they come from?, and 
What do they want with 
us? "Yes, some people still 
want to be persuaded." 
admits Jacobs. "But It's 
not something that I spend 
a lot of time on, because 
tor me that's a little bft of 
wheel spinning. I realize that 
for others this is extremely 
important, but I can't be 
too much bothered with 
that because it takes a lot 
of time and effort and it 
keeps me away from re­
searching what I think are 
more important aspects of 
the phenomenon." 

For Jacobs, it's the little 
details in the abduction 
stories-the kind that have 
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no reason for being there 
unless they really hap­
pened-that tell him this is 
real. ·Just last night," he 
says citing one exampl~. 
"I did a session with a guy 
who saw maybe 15 other 
people aboard He was 
abducted with his wife 
and two kids. He remem­
bers being in fine with a 
group of people, and once 
they went fnto the waiting 
area, they took their clothes 
off He noteo in front of 
him an older guy, heavy 
set, and ba·ld with just a 
fringe of halr on hts head. 
He told me In passing that 
there was a mole on his 
left shoulder" 

A mole on his left 
shoulder To Jacobs, that • 
kind of detall JUSl smacks 
of a real, rather than an 
imagined event. But such 
details will never be enough 
to convince the rest of the 
world that Catherine, Jack, 
Jim, Chuck. Mary, Bill, 
Joan and millions of other 
humans have been ab­
ducted by aliens Some­
thing more is needed, 
something more than what 
any abduction case. or 
mass abc;luction case, for 
that matter, has yet been 
able to provide: a shred of 
physical evidence. If there 
have been millions of ab­
ductions. it seems as if by 
now we'd have come up 
with something certifiably 
alien-a lab tool, a tunic, 
a skin sample, a heretofore 
unknown universal law. or 
yes, even a measly cock­
tail napkin 00 
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